
T he fax from France that came late
one night in January was without
the typical preamble one normally

finds in such invitations. It simply
described a programme 'to give our new
product full rein in the Sinai Desert in
Egypt'. I was to fly to Paris at the end of
February and from there, a chartered
flight would take me to Ras el Nakab, and
I would be staying at the Taba Hilton.

I had heard of manufacturers having
press previews in North Africa but the

Sinai Desert? And where was Ras el
Nakab? I couldn't find it on any map,
although I managed to locate Taba which
is right up the Gulf of Aqaba (a narrow
gulf that joins the Red Sea).

The more detailed programme of the
48-hour stay in Sinai also mentioned
'lunch at the Monastery of St. Catherine'.
A Christian place of worship in Muslim
territory? More puzzlement, although
my mother seemed to know that the
monastery was a place of historical signi-
ficance.

The new product — the Peugeot 306
— to be tested was not unknown to me as
I had already received the press kit
earlier. Why HIGHWAY MALAYSIA was
one of only two Malaysian publications
(the other being Malaysian Business)
invited to participate in this event was
unknown but it was certainly an honour
greatly appreciated — more so when I
discovered how many countries were
involved.

So, with great anticipation, I prepared
for the trip with visions of sand dunes
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